[Epidemiology of drug use and abuse. Physician's role].
Drug use in a given population, whether justified by a medical prescription or not, is a subject that is often emotionally rather than objectively discussed. In this study, objective data from the Austrian population are collected in order to provide a more comprehensible view of that complex phenomenon: drug use, abuse or addition seem to relate to various factors such as gender, age, profession and local differences. Physician's role in drug use in more or less important, depending on the nature of the substance. Indeed, tranquillizers and hypnotics are medically prescribed drugs although laxatives, geriatric and homeopathic medicines are rarely prescribed by a physician. However, these factors could account for only a part of this subject and other research should focus on the relations between physician, patient and the drug.